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FASHION POLICE

Going toe to toe
When done right, sandals make the man

By Bobby Hankinson, Globe Carrespondent | May 18, 20806

1's the scason for open-toe shoes, but it's not just the ladies who are giving winter shoes the boot. More men are
also opting to liberate their little piggies with sandals.

Whether worn at mappropriate venues or sloppily maiched with the wrong ouifit, the sandal 15 often an
accessory to a fashion crime. But when worn properly, they make men look not only comforiable, but hip

Mike Ray, co-founder of

Cirapevinchill.com, a Danvers-based
wehsite that sells lusury footwear, proudls
touts the sandal's mcreasing visibility
"Certainly there's been a ton
prognosiicated about how our entire
society 15 becommg more casual ., . [ do
see more acceplance of sandals.” he smd.
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To do the sandal nght, there are a few basic paramecters. First off, tuck those gym socks nght back into the
dresser drawer. There 15 no act more heinous than painmg a simple thong sandal with a thick pair of white tube
socks pulled way up high. It's OK if vou're a Geisha girl, but the average Joc ends up looking more like he has

Teenage Mutant Mumpa Turtle tocs

Sccondly, like real estate, it's all abowt location, Iocaton, Iocation. Sandals can't be worn just anvwhere, Ray
=avs rubber sandals arc best lefi on the beach, not n the boardroom

“Certainly any place that requires any formality, vou don't want to be wearing any kind of mibber flip-flop.” he
=aid,

Basic rubes of fashion apply. Just because vou're donming sandals doesn't mean they don't have to match vour
outfit. A dressier ensemble needs a dressier sandal -- like a leather slide (one thick band over the top of the foot),
The clothes don't have 1o dictaie the shoes, bui the nght stylish sandal can help an ouifit transcend trendy o
trend-setting,

Bui choose carcfully: Sandals have the poteniial 1o make or break an otherwise acceptable cutfit. When they
work, all eves focus downward, but there's also the nsk of lookmg like a tounst dad lost on the T

In additon to socks, there's one other thing that 15 never 1o be combined with sandals: funky fzet. G20 Spa and
Salon by Giulsane, at 333 Newbury St offers a men's "Sports” pedicure {535) that includes a soak, nail shaping,
cuticle work, a foot file, exfoliating scrub, moisturtang, footlower-leg massage, and buffing, But for guvs who
aren't ready to be pampered salon-style, G20 nail techmician Matasia Lowe has some tips for men to use at home:

E.cep nails short. Men should cuf nails sirmighi across. Trving (o angle and shape toennils like fingernails could
lcad to m-grovwn mails,

*%Eile calluses to make sure vour foet look smooth, Lowe recommends the OFI Fool File or a pumice sione,
*% Moistunize ofien to prevent foet from cracking,

*% [ eave tricky cuticles io the professionals. - B H.
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